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Capuckin Franciscan Monastery,

Rochestown, Co.Cork., Ireland.
12, VvIII. 1923,

1 have learned that my Provincisl- V.R.
- gnd definitors have decided to sent me to America. This

n would seem to be part of the penalisation which Rkas been meted

~ before leaving for America, I consider it my duty to place before
Paternity the real facts of my priestly labours during that crisis,

;E-t that you will feel satisfied tkat I acted entirely in the inter-

and supported by better eviience, but as I shg%}i
= Dot ir my power as Fr. Provincial refused me
for the proper presertation of my case.

In plackng it now before your Psternity, I wisk te assure you
iaat 1 do so, simply in the interests of Justice and Truth, and 1 feel
that it will have your kind and careful consideration.

Asking your rsternity's blessing,
I remain,
Most Rev. and dezr Father Ueneral,

Your obedient and devoted son in St. Francis,

Father Albert.




THE CASE

of

FATHER ALBERT, 0.S.F.C.

FRANCISCAn CAPUCHIN FRIARY, DUSLIN,

2 %o preface the following statement of my case with a brief
ence to my work as a priest in Dublin before the outbreak of
lities there in Jdune, 1922,

MY WORK IN DUBLIN PRENIOUS TO JUNE 27th,1922,

—In 1913, I was sent to Dublin and from that time urntil I was changed

zréau- s 1922, T exercised all tkhe usual Diocesan Faculties, and discharged

~ the duties that fall to a priest in a very busy locality.

:grlfter the outbreak of the late Furopean War I volunteered my services

7 Cheplain for the Front, but our ¥r. Provincial did not think my health

—be equal to the strain.

g the period of hostilities which followed the Proclamatien of
Easter Fish 1016, I was engaged in werk of a most srducus

ear =-f~ri:sions of Combstants snd non-:Combstants alike, I

t'u-iei, some of whom I carried under fire into hospital, I
distributed food to the Rurngry and destitute.

an the English decided to execute the Repiiblican leaders, they came
?riary, Church Street, morning after morning, usually about 2.a.m.
Priests to attend the condemned men. I was one of those who went to the
ms on these occasions, and I was with eight of the Leaders before their

® received from the "English Military Authorities "every facility"
the Republican Prisoners "at any of the places of detention or

1% at 21l times, to hear Confessions, and to administer the rites
rck”., I gladly availed of the facilities. How kighly our Services
i sbners were apprciated, even by nen-Catholic English efficers,
skown by 2 remark made by one of them at Richmond Barracks +to another

st from Church Street aznd myself who had gone there to kesr confessions:
regard you as Brothers", he said, "who have come here to do your duty,
our duty to assist you".



Dr 3alahe, who in a public letter spoke in the highest terms of
=s of the Capuchin Fathers,

-fifrr of repression which &ngland waged on lreland since 1916, did not
17’7131en of duty. My mission as a priest was not to sny one section
57y it was to"embrace all in one sentiment of ch:rity". Hence while
ecting our own people, I ceased not to take an interest in the
seldiers at the front =nd in their dependents a2t home. I urged

- claims on the War Office, signed thousands of their pension p=pers

ties. Once I appeared before the Judge on behalf of a2 non-Catholic lzdy
ched to the Army, who had got into trouble over money matters,and
ned Rer acquifttal. On that occasion the Judge - the present Kecorder

These are but a2 few of the many things I might mention whick

- %o prove how strictly I adhered to my principle of absolute impsrtiality.
Bere 1 could do good I tried to do it, irrespective of creed or politics.
actai exactly in the same manrer during the period of hostilities last

* in Dublin, and from which my present case probably szrose, 1 shall now
with that.
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'iai.!cpdbllcan Forces, in the City of Dublin, 1 discharged what
s = ¥ I considered my duty as a Priest impartially to all
ons of the Community, Combatants and non-Combatants alike.,

— I everything 1 did 1 followed the dictates of my conscience, the
—practice snd teaching of the Holy See, as set forth by his Holiness,
—Pope Seredict XV,

— iAlmest nine months have elapsed since then, yet, up to the present moment,
“neither my conscience nor any of my Supgriors, Beclesiaticzl er Religious,
ave reproached me with the violation of amy rule or Law, or for having
—acted in a manner unworthy ef my pesition as %priest and a member of a

?fﬁaligzeus Order.

Aehazgn kas beer brought against me, my Superiors, Ecclesiss¥imal
, s, Bave imposed upon me the most severe penalties, penalities,
- ®f a public and kumilisting character.

— Trusting to the Goodness of God and the intercession of His Holy Mother,
- I leok ferward with confidence to the day of my vindication.

FULLER TREATMENT Ok THE ABOVE PROPOSITIONS.

7 During the peried of hostilities, June and July 1922, between the Free
V;ie and Irish Republican Ferces, in the Uity of Dublin, I iischargei

,Vean:nnlty, Vembatants and non-Combatants alike,

?233 A EIDNIGHT CALL - T TAKE UP DUTY. At about midnight of June 27 1922,

St. Dublin, I leapt out of bed at once, and going to my window
isked: "Who is there?" A voice shouted back:"We want Father Alpert', I
down immediately. Outside the gates there was a motor car and some
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ers intended to attack them in the Four Courts. Hearimg this
sce was with the garrison there, to do 21l in my power for their

selfzre, I should no more think of hesitating to go, than I would

to sttend an urgent sick-call, I fully realised the danger to

zet be exposed, but must not we Priests be prepared to makeany

e for the spiritual welfare of our neighbour, as Our Divine Lerd so

1y taught us, by work and example.

}ﬂritish Military called for Priesta at this same gate , in the e:rly

ours of the morning in 1916, I did not shirk, neither did T shirk now. In

$his thought in my mind 1 set out for the Four Courts. On my arrival
e I was cordially received by the officers and men, They were overjoyed
ve with them an "anam-chara", a "soul-friend" as we call a confessor in

i;;- language. Nothing could equal their kindness to me, and their anxiety
y comfort and safety,
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- , #e said the Hésary in irish , publicly every niget, at this and
rery otaer Republican centre, 2nd never shall I forget the magnificent
rit of Faith, fervour and confidence with which these men-under-arms, the
and pursing staffs and ladies of Cumann-na -mBam prayed taé the Holy

of God&, and to her Divine Son during these awful days. Every one

to go to confession - it might be their last in this world - to make

':1 gcace with God, and to)well Prepared to give an account of their
: - should God will it so.

At the Gresham notel, O'Connell St. I had a besutiful statue
Of Leurdes erected in the Geperal Headquarters' apartment there.

:':, Hinister of Agriculture under the Republic, éesigned = very

stic serell, bearing the words: A MHUIRE MHATHATR, GUIDH ORAENN (Holy

FA Mother of God, pray for us) which was to be placed zbove it,

On Bunday, July 2nd,when owing to the heavy firing, and the

C the Churches in the district, the men could not ge to Mass, I
ith Comdt, R, Barton - a non-Catholie, on whose. coat I kad pinred

f the Sacred Heart - and Comdt. O.Trainor that we would have the

Head Quarters' room. 1 drafted a notice to that eftect, exhorting
$bly could, to be present. Cathal Brugha, Republican Minister



‘during the whole "Black-znd-Tan" reign of Terror, wrote it
pge letters, and Sean T.O'kelly, late Kepublican Representative
posted it up in a conspicuous place s0 2s to be seen by all.
se was splendid, At the appointed time the spacious kall was
t&e Rosary of imery recited with a faitkh anéd fervour which brought

when the attack on the Four Courts took place; on hearing it,
st act was to go the Church znd mske his Holy Hour, - a devetion
ke was tenderly attached. On July 6th he fell meirtally wounded,
a nsst ha;py death, fortified by all the bacraments of the Church,

Gn anether occasien I gave absolution to a firirg party of their
Who were passing through a dangerous quarter,

;gagretted.very muck thet 1 was net in Lublin, when my dear friend,
ai Erskine Childers was executed. Had 1 been there, he would in

S not been permitted and . am deeply SOrIry.
then is not only to thank you but to say farewell on this earth.
&die tomorrow at 7, and L die happy 2nd undefested and at peace

God bless you and your great work.

Erskine Childers, "

'Bushy' (E.Childers) gone to kheaven this merning, - C. said
ng. Twe of the boys called last night at Church St. for you,
hy) was crying out for you day :=nd night, for the past three
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m=ndant in charge who knew you, and said you weuld be the enly
al‘awei to see him, They were muck upset wher\' they found you

rom the friemds i nd relstives #f those who had suffered, and FThese whe

=& beer executed, I received many expresshons of their appreciation for
v efforts en behalf of their dear ones, Thus Mrs Childers,widow of
skine, writing te me a few days afiter his death, adérecsed me as @

- Frierd of these whe suffer" ané cemtinues: "I have beer feeling
preyers for us and the strenglfy they have hrought to me h-s been

s'iSKelvey, the widowed mother of Cemmandart Joseph McKelgvey, -
~utec December Sth. writirg to me from Belfast says: "I was very glcad
sceive your mete. I% gives me great censolatien te learn hew highly

~

¥hen the building of the Four Courts were in flames en June 50th
ryone realised that the only hope of saving the lives eof the men
ere, was surrender., The leaders hewever were d1v1ded on tke questien,

{"*?.f the buildings, then the small department in whivk we were

-~ Pire and was destroyed., Had I not been there, these men, numbering
% 130,would all prebably heve perished in the fhames. ‘

ge Y.M.C.A.centre, O'Connell Street,l was instrumental in preventing
—catastrophe,

st the brezk-up ofthousands of homes in one of the most

3 and peerest districts of the ecity.
E - 2nd,an sttempt was made te get the wemen 2and




ed condition awaiting the erdsr to lecve, I saw the tregedy that was
g perpetrated, and reselved to end it, I felt that nothing would

ify this bre-k-up ef these homes, and the inflietien of so much
ffering on these peor peonle. Se, going amengst them I urged them to

i to their homes apd ~ssureéd them that we would allow no Party te
rfere with them, They took me zt my werd, becime re-assureéd, ard
furred to tzeir homes with many expressiens of profound gratitude.

PEACE EFFORTS.

; the first aveilable eppertunity, I éid =11 in my pewer to bring about
s=tien of kestilities, and to restore the peace we all so anxiously

— tke: wisked for peace but ceuld met see T

2= 3o tso:s 12id down by the other side, —

,‘f!igl I seughkt eut tke Leaders of tze Lsbour Party, 2nd wit:z their
-eperztieo- sueceeded in bringing together =z most renresentative cenfer-

mece, rive different interest were represented st this confererce, His

Grace, the Most Rev, Dr. Byrne, Archbishon of Dublin, was invited to take

£ ir the conference, he was not however able to be presert, but he

ve it kis "eerdial blessing”.

‘e sent the folleowing circular te those whom we had decided to irvite to

ke deliberastiens.

Mansior House, Dublir,
6tk. duly, 1922.

The urdersigned were brought together imformally te discuss and
EEEEE' gtssible te édevise means of bringing the present unhkappy everts in the
r to 2n end, and to endesvour to restere peace to its — peonle,
rds this end we have detérmined to i-vite twelve members cf DAIL
AN te meet us ir the Mansien House tedsay, Thursday 6tk, inst., at
¥8 o'clock p.=.
—The members of the Dzil irvited to attend,will represe~t the varieus
= +:— Pro-lreaby, Arti-‘reaty, Lobour, Farmers and Independents.
Fope that you will f . nd it corverient to be present. His
o5t Rev, the Archbishop, who is unable to take part ir the
g Ge:fereaee hag authorised us to irclude ‘in this lettel the
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ing: "his Grace gave his cordial blesgsing te this er
e whieh gave promise te end the un-natural hestilities

INE-NE le meas mer,
— - Albez;‘t, OcS.FoCo
— Hemry Dixeon, etc.

my efforts for peace exterd back as far as Dee
¥" was uﬂ&rr discussién in DAIL EIREANN, I ths

,_aiiing smongst other reasems that "Father Albert is the nnlyfa§a$aal
; Bere, ke belongs te no party" and therefoee would be perfectly

hi$$92 thlngs were said in our Churehes, I never allcﬁei
erence or word of bitterress tewards individuals: gu;partles

:‘gg pulpit,.

received the most devoted co-operation and the greatest persenal
—Pfrom the St,Jekn Ambulance Brigade., The members of this splendid
of Dublin eitizens devoted themselves to the most heroie and unselfisk
r durirg the period of the trouble., They helped everyone requiréng their
tance, irrespective of creed or pdditiecs. These "Knights ef Mercy "
ey have becr Jjustly styled, recognising the importance anf high

cter of the work ir which I was ergaged, ce-operated with me in the
—whelehezrted manmer, they placed thler ambulances ard 2 specisl moter
itk officer at my service, and er my rourd ef duty I was frequently
p=nied by the Commissioner of the Brigude, Sir. J. Lumsden,anrnd members
—staff, Then tired, hungry, and exhsusted, ns I wes 2t times, I
—from thenm every care, orn one occasier they insisted on my tak| ng
= bed, at ene of their cerntres, where I was looked after by Sir.

n and aretker medical gentleman,

Se !@n - thke majerity of whom were non- dthollcs—“@%@ not have anrythirg
with me or my woerk, were I not as impartial in the discharge of my
stiy duties, 2s the were in their hmmanitarian ones.

rious Pontiff clesrly set ferth the mind of the Holy See
5211 the Belligerernts in &he late war. He declared that
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=*s pelitjcal views". New, although political
£k in Ireland, ard politiacl differerces have d

Henece it w:=s that though frequently under f1r¢, ard =t times, it
that the buildings where I was might collapse at any mement ané
in the rilums, still I was net terrified =t the thought ef death,
1t I was enmgaged in Apestelie werk, work pleasing te eur Divine
His Holy Mother, and sheuld death take me away in the midst of
ifstei it was befere a very kind and merciful Redeemer I should
te give an account of my stewardship.

: éid 1 expe:ierce great peace znd happiness of conscience, but
often struek me how ple:xsed our Holy Father the Pore would

= gware of the work in which I was engaged. I felt then, =2nd

5 that it would hove his warmest spproval, were he in POSS=




fos the way in
atien I had ever
poer. ,
Archbishop,a lett

8neh eenmendatlens se
I shall refer in the n

SUPERIORS, ECCLES-
MOST SEVERE PENAL-

ecesan Faculties, for over rine yesrs,to a Diecese in which my
eriers knew I would not be zllowed to exercise them,

I am still cdeprived of these faculties, although I had them here
efore, and when asked byt the faithful te hear Confessions, &s T have

eur Fr, Provincial, - V.,Rev, Fr, Peter - was making his snnual
tatien here last Aprilx ke informed me officially that me biskep in
d would give me faculties in their diecese, but he assigned hno

s for this decisien.

e recently le=rned that I sm te be sent to Americaj this I can

r regard mnder present circumstances, as equivalent to a decree of
;LH ent inte exile,

-irﬁisigzsellency, R.Rev, Mgr, Luzzie, was recently ir Dublin as

ate ofrthe Hely See, omn an impertant nissien, I urderstand that he
eur Fr, Previncial that ke wished to see me., I was ir a

place before His Excellency many facts which hed an irtimate



ot selve, neithe
rst me with those 3
5 regard as sacred,

been charged with any offence.
beer told who a&juiicated In my case,

been eonfronted with my aecusers, noet given any onytrtuaity
examine their evidence,

z of 2ll the fa“ts of the case unless I can eonsult the sources
‘hove referred". "The Autheridies im Reme", I wrote, "were
know the truth". To this secend request I received a second

me I made this applieatlen, an 1mportant case came before the

~between these two cases - a secular judge granting thp =T
le oppertunities ", and a Réligious superioer refusing oene of
pertunities - needs no cemment,

3 this penalisation beeause of my activities during the



ow long this penalisatien is te last, er whether it 1sj§s{
modified or ended, I know not, but, and this is my last »

P HIS HOLY MOTHER, I LOOK FORWARD WITH UNSHAKEH conlanmncs
MY VINDICATION.,

Father Albert, O. s.r.c.
12. VIII. 1923,

Rome, July 28




